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learners’	academic	strengths	and	intervene	in	areas	of	need.	The	University	of	Maryland,	College	
Park	par,cipates	in	the	STARS	program	to	recruit	high	school	students	living	in	18	Maryland	
coun,es	classified	as	rural.		
	
Illustra,ve	of	our	approach	to	recrui,ng	diverse	high	school	learners	is	the	one	taken	up	by	
UMBC,	a	Minority	Serving	Ins,tu,on,	where	the	head	admissions	officer	carries	the	,tle	
“Assistant	Vice	Provost	for	Strategic	Undergraduate	Engagement,	Partnerships,	and	Pathways.”	
The	,tle	highlights	the	many	routes	to	college	that	UMBC—and	all	of	our	universi,es—cul,vate.		
	
Of	course,	many	of	our	recruitment	efforts	extend	to	students	younger	than	high	school,	
because	data	show	that	reaching	students	earlier,	and	more	oPen,	is	especially	necessary	to	
abract	and	enroll	underserved	students.	The	University	of	Maryland,	Bal,more,	which	enrolls	a	
majority-minority	student	popula,on,	offers	holis,c	support	to	families	in	West	Bal,more,	
including	tutoring	and	mentoring	to	students	star,ng	in	middle	school.	Even	the	University	of	
Maryland	Center	for	Environmental	Science—which	offers	no	undergraduate	programs	of	its	
own—conducts	outreach	to	students	as	early	as	kindergarten,	which	is	essen,al	for	cul,va,ng	
interest	and	skills	in	environmental	stewardship.		
	
DUAL	ENROLLMENT	
The	Blueprint	for	Maryland’s	Future	highlights	dual	enrollment	as	a	means	of	opening	
equitable—and	affordable—access	to	higher	educa,on.	Many	of	our	USM	universi,es	have	been	
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the	USM	and	Affiliated	Ins,tu,ons	Library	Consor,um.	Since	2016,	M.O.S.T.	has	supported	
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orienta,ons	and	provide	tailored	academic	support	services,	such	as	peer	mentors	who	have	
gone	through	the	transfer	process	themselves.	
	
Moreover,	many	of	our	universi,es	now	have	dual-admissio"
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(Parchment)	to	guide	decisions	about	design	and	func,onality,	so	that	the	final	result	will	be	a	
product	that	serves	students	well.	
	
“Serving	students	well”	will	entail	enabling	them	to	see	which	courses	they	should	take	in	their	
first	60	credits	to	prepare	for	transfer	to	a	four-year	college	or	university,	and	how	their	
individual	courses	and	grades	will	transfer	to	their	intended	school.	Features	will	be	developed	in	
the	future	allowing	students	to	see	the	degree	requirements	for	both	the	two-	and	four-year	
degrees	they	seek.		
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The	FAFSA	Simplifica,on	Act	is	a	significant	piece	of	federal	legisla,on	that	brings	substan,al	
changes	to	the	processes	and	systems	used	to	award	federal	student	aid.	The	act,	which	took	
effect	with	the	2023–24	and	2024–25	award	years,	aims	to	streamline	the	financial	aid	
applica,on	process
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receiving	es,mated	awards	from	MHEC-administered	programs.	Consequently,	we	can’t	know	
for	certain	what	impacts	the	new	FAFSA	will	have	on	our	student	yield	rates.		
	
FORMULA	EFFECT	ON	PELL	ELIGIBILITY	
Maryland	is	projected	to	enroll	an	addi,onal	7,400	Pell	grant	recipients,	but	the	new	formulas—
moving	from	Es,mated	Financial	Contribu,on	to	Student	Aid	Index—will	also	render	some	
students	Pell-ineligible	who	had	previously	received	Pell	grants.	The	new	FAFSA	does	not,	for	
example,	take	into	considera,on	whether	a	family	has	more	than	one	child	in	college.	Our	
universi,es,	therefore,	expect	to	see	more	students	overall	who	qualify	for	ins,tu,onal	need-
based	aid.		
	
Given	this	flux	in	eligibility,	our	universi,es	may	have	to	increase	the	need-based	aid	they	offer—
if	that’s	possible—or	reduce	aid	to	some	enrolled	students,	which	could,	in	turn,	affect	abri,on	
rates.	
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Students	with	“some	credit	but	no	creden,al”	(SCNC)	are	most	likely	to	re-enroll	within	their	first	
year	of	stopping	out.	For	that	reason,	our	universi,es	conduct	extensive	outreach	to	currently	
enrolled	students,	encouraging	them	to	enroll	
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REVERSE	TRANSFER	
Our	universi,es	also	help	students	through	the	reverse	transfer	process,	transferring	credits	
from	their	university	to	a	community	college.	Reverse	transfer	helps	prevent	students	from	
leaving	a	four-year	university—even	for	a	short	while—with	no	creden,al	to	show	for	the	,me	
and	money	they	invested	in	their	educa,on.		
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Our	universi,es	are	focused	on	extensive	outreach	to	high	school	students	and	younger	
students,	especially	those	in	underserved	communi,es;	on	making	their	admissions	processes	
clear	and	fair;	and	on	providing	generous	and	accessible	financial	aid	packages.	Direct	
admissions	can	supplement	these	efforts,	and	prove	effec,ve	in	reaching	students	who	may	not	
otherwise	apply	to	their	university—or	to	any	university	at	all.	
	
Several	of	our	universi,es	have	been	using	direct	admissions	in	a	limited	way,	reaching	students	
in	specific	areas	where	admissions	officers	are	familiar	with	the	high	schools	they	abend	and	
therefore	know	what	kind	of	supports	prospec,ve	students	are	receiving	and	what	they	would	
need	to	be	successful	in	college.		
	
COMMON	APP	
Many	of	our	universi,es	have	moved	to	the	Common	App	to	simplify	the	applica,on	process	for	
students,	some	use	the	Common	App	exclusively,	and	some	use	the	Black	Common	App	
(allowing	students	to	apply	to	dozens	of	U.S.	HBCUs	at	once).		
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